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and puerility; the medal-case was standing opened, his gaze was turned to it. Then he came to me and said in a whisper: " I pray you, come and look at the coin of Marcus-Aurelius; do you not find that the King resembles that Emperor in every feature ? "
" You are joking," I answered him. " His Majesty is as much like him as you are like me."
He insisted, and his brother, who witnessed our argument, wished to know the reason. When he understood, he said to Monsieur: " Madame de Montespan is right; I am not in the least like that Roman Prince in face. The one to whom I should wish to be like in merit is Trajan."
"Trajan had fine qualities," replied Monsieur; "that does not prevent me from preferring Marcus Aurelius."
" On what grounds ? "   asked His Majesty.
" On the grounds that he shared his throne with Verus," replied Monsieur, unhesitatingly.
The King flushed at this reply, and answered in few words: " Marcus Aurelius' action to his brother may be called generous; it was none the less inconsiderate. By his own confession, the Emperor Verus proved, by his debauchery and his